
 

 

MANOLO MILLARES  
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
1926   Born 17 February as Manuel Millares Sall, in Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain 
 
1940  First participation in a group exhibition in Las Palmas and Tenerife 
 
1945  Has his first solo exhibition at Circulo Mercantil in Las Palmas  
 
1946 A self-taught artist, Millares starts attending lectures at the local university that expose him to the 

works of Pablo Picasso and Salvador Dali, the latter of whom inspires Millares to pursure 
Surrealist themes  

 
1949–1951 Co-founds ‘Planas de Poesia’ art journal with his two brothers, published in the Canary Islands 
 
1950 Creates first ‘Canarian Pictograph’, signaling a shift towards the abstraction of Joan Miró and 

Paul Klee  
 
1951 One-man exhibitions at the Clan Gallery in Madrid, and the Galerías Jardín in Barcelona; 

participates in the Hispano-American Biennale in Madrid. Millares publishes and edits ‘Los 
Arqueros’ 
 

1953  On October 23, Millares marries Elvireta Escobio 
 
1953–4 Millares begins to use burlap sackcloth in his works, inspired by the materials used to shroud 

mummies of the Guanches, the Neolithic people indigenous to the Canary Islands 
 
1955  Moves to Madrid 
 
1956  Holes start to appear in Millares’ sackcloth canvases 
 
1957 Millares co-founds El Paso (The Step) art collective with fellow avant-garde Spanish artists, 

including Manuel Rivera, Antonio Saura and Pablo Serrano. Millares shows his burlap paintings 
at Ateneo de Madrid, and participates in the 28th Venice Biennial, where MoMA, New York buys 
his ‘Cuandro 9’. Millares is given an individual room at the Sao Paulo Bienniel 

 
1958  First appearance of human forms in Millares’ work, in his Humunculo works 
 
1959 Millares collaborates with Franz Kline on reviews of contemporary art. He travels to Barcelona to 

meet Joan Miró, through whom he is introduced to Pierre Matisse and Daniel Cordier, both of 
whom sign Millares  

 
1960 On April 12, Millares has a solo exhibition at the Pierre Matisse Gallery in New York, later 

participating in group exhibitions alongside Miró, Giacometti, Tanguy, and Dubuffet. Galerie 
Daniel Cordier in Paris launches a solo exhibition of Millares, and the Solomon R. Guggenheim 



 

 

Museum, New York, shows several Millares paintings in the Before Picasso; After Miró 
exhibition 

 
1961 Begins a letter correspondence with Marcel Duchamp, beginning in January 

His first daughter Eva is born  
Tate Gallery, London acquire a Millares work 
 

1961  Millares holds solo exhibitions in Brussels, Rome Stockholm, Buenos Aires, Lisbon and Cannes 
 
1964  Travels to the United States to prepare a solo exhibition at the Carnegie Institute in Pittsburgh 
  Meets and befriends the famous artist Hans Hartung 

 
1965 Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York holds second solo exhibition. José-Augusto França writes 

Millares, or the advance into white, published in the exhibition catalogue predicting a shift in the 
artist’s palette towards white 

 
1965 Selected for the Anthological Exhibition at the 34th Venice Biennial 
 
1969 Travels with his family to Henri Matisse’s house in Saint Jean Cap Ferrat, which inspire his 

‘Anthropofauna’ series  
 
1971 His second daughter Coro is born 
 
1972 Dies on 14th August in Madrid, 46 years old  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 



 

 

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
 
1945  Círculo Mercantil, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
 
1947  Gabinete Literario, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
 
1948  El Museo Canario, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
 
1949  Gabinete Literario, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
 
1950  La Laguna, Tenerife 
 
1951  Galería Jardín, Barcelona 
  El Museo Canario, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
  Clan, Madrid 
 
1952  Galería Jardín, Barcelona 
 
1953  Galería Wiot, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
  Círculo Artístico, Gerona 
 
1954  Galería Buchholz, Madrid 
  Instituto de Estudios Hispánicos, Puerto de Cruz, Tenerife 
  Museo Ballester de Arte Contemporáneo, Tortosa Libraire Cairel, Paris 
  Clan, Madrid 
 
1957  Ateneo, Madrid 
 
1960   Galerie Daniel Cordier, Paris 
  Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York  
 
1961   Galerie Daniel Cordier, Paris 
 
1962  Galería Biosca, Madrid 
  Galerie Aujourd’hui, Brussels 
 
1963  Ateneo, Madrid 
  Galleria Odyssia, Roma 
 
1964  Círculo de la Amistad, Córdoba 
  Museo de Arte Moderno, Buenos Aires 
  Galería Grises, Bilbao 
  Galleri Latina, Stockholm 
 
1965  Museu de Arte Moderna, Río de Janeiro 
  Galería Divulgaçao, Lisbon 
  Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York 
  Galería Cavalero, Cannes 



 

 

  Gestrikelars Gallery, Gavle 
 
1966  Galería René Metrás, Barcelona  
  Galerie Buchholz, Munich  
 
1967   Galería Juana Mordó, Madrid 
  Galería Sur, Santander 
 
1968   Galería La Pasarela, Sevilla  
  Galerie Buchholz, Munich  
 
1969   Galería Latina, Palma de Mallorca 
 
1970  Galería Val I 30, Valencia  
  Galería Juana Mordó, Madrid 
 
1971  Galería Galdeano, Zaragoza 
  Galerie Messine, Paris 
  Galerie Lauter, Manheim  
  Galería Egam, Madrid 
  A.R.C., Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris 
 
1972   Galería Juana de Aizpuru, Sevilla 
  Galería 42, Barcelona 
 
1973  Museo de Colón, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
  Galería René Metrás, Barcelona 
  Galería Tassili, Oviedo 
  Sala Conca, Sanat Cruz de Tenerife 
  Galería Aritza, Bilbao 
 
1974  Centro de Arte M. II, Sevilla 
  Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York 
  Galería Edurne, Madrid 
  Galería Val I 30, Valencia  
 
1975  Galería Vegueta, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
  Museo de Arte Contemporáneo, Madrid 
  Galería Rayuela, Madrid 
  Galerie Messine, Paris 
  Galería Dach Bilbao 
 
1976  GaleríaTrece, Barcelona 
  Galería Guereta, Madrid 
  Galería Kreisler Dos, Madrid 
 
1977   Galería Varela, Bilbao 
  Sala Cultural de la Caja de Ahorros de Navarra, Pamplona 



 

 

 
1980  Galería Edurne, Pedraza 
  Galería Leyendecker, Tenerife 
 
1982  Musée des Augustins, Toulouse  
  Galería Rayuela, Madrid  
  Galería de la Mota, Madrid 
 
1983   Galería Juan Oliver, Palma de Mallorca 
  Galería Varron, Salamanca 
 
1984  Sala Luzán, Caja de Ahorros de la Inmaculada, Zaragoza 
 
1986  Galería Theo, Valencia 
 
1988 C.E.C., Caja de Ahorros y Monte de Piedad de Zaragoza, Aragón y Rioja Palau Solleric, Palma de 

Mallorca 
   
1991  Galería Juana Mordó, Madrid 
  Galería Jorge Mara, Madrid 
 
1992   Museo Nacional Reina Sofía, Madrid  
  Centro Atlántico de Arte Moderna, Las Palamas de Gran Canaria 

Kunsthalle, Bielefeld 
 
2003  Sociedad Estatal para la Acción Cultural Exterior, Madrid  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
 
1951   L.A.D.A.C., Barcelona 



 

 

 
1953  X Salón de los Once, Madrid 
  Semana Internacional, Santander 
 
1954  II Bienal de São Paulo, Museu de Arte Moderna 
 
1955  Some 20th Century Spanish Painters, London 
 
1956  XXVIII Biennale di Venezia 
 
1957  IV Bienal de São Paulo, Museu de Arte Moderna  

IIème Biennale d’Alexandrie 
 
1958  XXIX Biennale di Venezia 
  Painting and Sculpture Acquisitions, Museum of Modern Art, New York 
 
1959  The Fifth International Art Exhibition, Tokyo 
  European Art Today, Minneapolis Institute of Art 
  Antagonismes, Musée des Arts Décoratifs, Paris 
  13 Peintres Espagnoles Actuels, Musée des Arts Décoratifs, Paris 

Jonge Spaanse Kunst, Haags Gemeentemuseum, Den Haag; touring to Stedelijk Museum, 
Amsterdam 

 
1960  Four Spanish Painters, Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York  

New Spanish Painting and Sculpture, Museum of Modern Art, New York; touring to The 
Corcoran Gallery, Washington 

  Before Picasso, After Miro, Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York 
 
1961  Panorama, Galerie Beyeler, Basel 

Pittsburgh International 
 

1962  Recent developments in Painting V, London 
  Il Exposición de arte actual, Museo de San Telmo, San Sebastián 
  The Art of Assemblage, Museum of Modern Art, New York (1961-1962) 
 
1963  Some Recent Accessions, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
 
1964  Cinquante Ans de “Collages”, Paris 
  8 Ans d’Agitation, Galeri Daniel Cordier 
  Pittsburgh International 
  The 3rd International Young Artists Exhibition, Tokyo 
  The Maremont Collection, Washington Gallery of Modern Art 
 
1965  Espagne, Galerie Peintres du Monde, Paris 
  Millares-Greco, Galería Edurne, Madrid 
  Contemporary Spanish Artists, The Budy Art Gallery, Waitsfield, Vermont 
  Millares-Moliner-Pucciarelli, Galeri 54, Göteborg 
  Focus on Drawings (Canada, Great Britain, Italy, Spain), Art Gallery, Toronto 



 

 

  Spanische Künstler von Heute, Galerie Buchholz, Munich 
  Spanish Prints and Drawings, The Luz Gallery, Manila 
  Millares-Moliner-Pucciarelli-L. Werner, Galeri Latina, Stockholm  
 
1966  Muestra de arte Nueva 66, Hospital de Santa Cruz, Barcelona 

Sommar 66, Galeri Latina, Stockholm 
DIAS (Destruction in Art Symposium), London 
Contemporary Spanish Artists, Contemporary Art Museum, Houston 

 
1967  Dix Ans d’Art Vivant, Fondation Maeght, Saint Paul de Vence 
  Spanish Contemporary Art, The Luz Gallery, Manila 
  Primera Exposición Forma Neuva, HISA, Madrid 
  Selections 1967, Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York 
  Sommar 67, Galeri Latina, Stockholm  
  Profile VII, Spanische Kunst Heute, Städtische Kunstgalerie, Bochum 
  Contemporary Spanish Art from Private Collections, Southern University Art Gallery, Nevada 
  Spanische Kunst der Gegenwart, Kunsthalle, Nürnberg 
  ROSC 67, The Poetry of Vision, Royal Dublin Society, Dublin 
  18 Peintres, Galerie Accent, Bruxelles 
  Le Monde en Question, ARC, Paris 
  Alcoa Collection of Contemporary Art, Pittsburgh Museum of Art, Pittsburgh 
 
1968  Spanische Kunst Heute, Akademie der Künste, Berlin 
  XI Settimana dei Musei, Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Moderna, Roma 
  Spansk Kunst i Dag, Louisiana Museum, Denmark 
  34 Biennale Internazionale d’Arte, Venezia 
  Hedendaagse Spaanse Kunst, Museum Boymans-van Beuningen, Rotterdam 
  Exposición Internacional de Dibujo, Universidad de Mayagüez 
  Spanische Kunst Heute, Spanisches Kulturinstitut, München 
 
1969  Art Espagnol d’Aujourd’hui, Musée Rath, Genève 
  Miró, otro, Colegio Oficial de Arquitecos de Cataluña y Baleares, Barcelona 
  Artisti Spagnoli Attuali (dal Museo de Cuenca), XII Festival dei Due Mondi, Spoleto 
  Choice from the Collection of the Museum of Contemporary Art, Skopje 
 
1970   Acquisitions Récentes, C.N.A.C., Paris 
  12 Spanjorer, Göteborgs Konstmuseum, Göteborg 
  11 Bienal de Arte de Coltejer, Medellín, Colombia 
  26e Salon de Mai, Paris 
  1e C.N.A.C. en Languedoc, Musée Fabre, Montpellier 
  VII Biennale Internationale de Menton, Palais de l’Europe, Menton 
  Rafael Alberi, Colegio Oficial de Arquitectos de Cataluña y Baleares, Barcelona 
  Dibujos y Grabados Europeos, Galería de La Habana 
 
1971  Pintura Española Actual, Museo de Arte Contemporáneo, Sevilla 
  Millares-Saura, graphic work, Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York 
  1a Mostra Internacional d’Art, Homenaje a Joan Miró, Granollers, Barcelona 
  Gravuras Contemporaneas Espanholas, Galería de San Francisco, Lisboa 



 

 

  III Festival International de la Peinture, Cagnes-sur-Mer 
  Picasso 90, Sala Pelaires, Palma de Mallorca 
  Homenaje a Marcel Duchamp, Galería Juana de Aizpuru, Sevilla 
  Gabino-Millares-rivera, Kunstverein, Wolfsburg 
 
1972 Exposición Homenaje a Josep Lluis Sert, Colegio de Arquitectos de Canarias, Sta. Cruz de 

Tenerífe 
  Amnistía, Sala Reale delle Cariatidi, Milan 
  Millares-Dubuffet, Galerie Herbert Meyer, Ellingen (Frankfurt) 
  La Paloma, Galería Vandrés, Madrid 
  Ibizagraphic 72, Museo de Arte Contemporáneo, Ibiza 
 
1973  Exposición Homenaje a Manolo Millares, Galería Juana Mordó, Madrid 
  29e Salon de Mai, Paris 
  Homenaje a Miró, Galería Iolas-Velasco, Madrid 
  Arte Espanol Actual, Warsaw 
  5e Festival International de la Peinture, Cagnes-sur-Mer 
 
1974  Arte 7, Fundación Juan March, Sevilla 
  La Exposición Internacional de Escultura en la Calle, Sta. Cruz de Tenerífe 
  Maestros de la Pintura Española de Hoy, Museo de Arte Moderno, Chapultepec, Mexico 
  Arte Español Contemporáneo, Lunds Konsthall, Lund, Sweden  
  



 

 

SELECTED PUBLIC COLLECTIONS  
 
Abattoirs, Musée D’art Moderne et Contemporain de Toulouse, Toulouse 
Alcoa Collection of Contemporary Art, Pittsburgh 
Artium de Álava, Vitoria Gastéiz 
Ayto. De Palma de Mallorca, Palma de Mallorca 
Bayerische Staatsgemäldesammlungen, Münich 
British Museum, London 
Brooklyn Museum, New York 
Caja Madrid, Colección de Arte, Madrid 
Centro Atl 
C.N.A.C., Paris 
Fogg Museum, Harvard University 
Galerie-Verein, München Neue Pinakothek, München 
Galleria Nazionale di Arte Moderna, Roma 
Haags Geementemuseum, Den Haag 
Housten Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
Israel Museum, Jerusalem 
Kunsthalle, Nürnberg 
The Minneapolis Institute of Arts, Minneapolis 
Moderna Museet, Stockholm 
Musée de Gand 
Musée de Peuple, Algiers 
Museo Casa de Colón, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria 
Museo-Colección Westerdahl, Tenerífe 
Museo de Arte Abstracto, Cuenca 
Museo de Arte Contemporáneo, Sevilla 
Museo de Arte Moderno, Barcelona 
Museo de Arte Moderno, Bilbao 
Museo de Arte Moderno, Buenos Aires 
Museo de la Solidaridad, Santiago de Chile 
Museo Espagñol de Arte Contemporáneo, Madrid 
Museu de Art Moderna, Rio de Janeiro 
Museum Boymans-van Beuningen, Rotterdam 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Skopje 
Museum of Fine Arts, Warsaw 
The Museum of Modern Art, New York 
Städtisches Museum, Leverkusen 
The Tate Gallery, London 
Texas University, Texas 
Underground Museum of Philip Johnson, Connecticut  
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