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Image: Patrick Caulfield, ‘Engraving’, 1983 
acrylic on canvas, 30 x 44 in / 76.2 x 111.8 cm 

 

 

 

Waddington Custot Galleries is pleased to present a wide-ranging exhibition of Patrick Caulfield’s 

work. A selection of his early paintings dating from the 1960s, some on loan from private 

collections, are displayed alongside large canvases from later periods and also smaller ones; and 

a series of sketches for many of these in a rare opportunity to see behind-the-scenes of 

Caulfield’s precisely executed paintings.  

 

The exhibition allows an insight into the development of Caulfield’s working practices: the even 

black outlines present in his earliest paintings transform into subtle silhouetted areas of colour and 

texture, situated around photorealist fragments. 

 

The deliberate black framing device in ‘Landscape with Birds’ from 1963 is a precursor to the 80s 

and 90s paintings, where pools of light and abstract areas of shadow frame the composition. By 

the 1980s, Caulfield is using relief within his paintings to add further definition to the still-life 

objects. 

 

In drawing together his work across mediums, the exhibition shows how similar techniques are 

applied in the different facets of his work: heavily patterned and textured elements in his ‘Wall 

Plate’ studies for prints from the 1980s relate to the figurative areas in paintings of the same 

period, such as ‘Engraving’ (1983). A range of preparatory drawings from the 1970s demonstrate 

how cautiously areas of colour were planned until he achieved the perfectly balanced 

compositions. 

 

A fully illustrated catalogue with essay by Marco Livingstone will accompany the exhibition.
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BiographyBiographyBiographyBiography 

 

Patrick Caulfield was born in East Acton, London in 1936. After leaving school he worked in the 

design department of Crosse & Blackwell before attending Chelsea School of Art (1956-60) and 

the Royal College of Art (1960-63). He held his first solo exhibition at the Robert Fraser Gallery in 

1965 and his first of twelve solo exhibitions at Waddington Galleries from 1968.  He has had 

retrospectives at the Walker Art Gallery and Tate Gallery 1981, Serpentine Gallery 1992 and 

Hayward Gallery 1999. His many varied commissions have included a stained glass window for 

the Ivy Restaurant, 1990 a 12 metre square carpet for the British Council, 1992 and set design for 

the Royal Opera House productions of Party Game in 1984 and Rhapsody in 1995.  Patrick 

Caulfield died in 2005. 
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